
Practice Essay Prompts: 

PERIOD 2 

To what extent and in what ways did the goals and interests of European leaders diverge from 

those of colonial citizens? Support your answer with specific and relevant historical information 

from the period 1607 to 1754. 

 

 

Analyze why freedom of religion was important in the founding of some of the English colonies 

while being denied in others. 

 

 

Analyze the impact of geography and the environment on the development of at least two 

different regions of the English colonies along the Atlantic coast in the 17
th

 and 18
th

 centuries. 

 

 

PERIOD 3 
Some historians have argued that the British victory over the French in North America inevitably 

led to the American Revolution a few years later. Support, modify, or refute this contention using 

specific evidence. 

 

 

Some historians have argued that the Declaration of Independence and the American Revolution 

inspired and accelerated revolutionary movements elsewhere in the Americas and in Europe. 

Support, modify, or refute this contention using specific evidence. 

 

 

Analyze the continuities and significant changes in political, economic, and social conditions in 

the new United States as a result of the American Revolution. 

 

 

PERIOD 4 
Compare and contrast the characteristics and influences of the three major sections of the United 

States by the mid-19
th

 century. 

 

 

Some historians argue that the nature of slavery and the debates over slavery in the United States 

dramatically changed between 1800 and 1848. Support, modify, or refute this contention using 

specific evidence. 

 

 

For some the American Revolution was primarily an effort to maintain basic British rights as 

opposed to establishing a new form of government.  Support, modify, or refute this contention 

using specific evidence. 

 

 

PERIOD 5 
Some historians have argued that the American Civil War and Reconstruction periods constituted 

a second American Revolution. Support, modify, or refute this contention using specific 

evidence. 

 

 

Some historians have argued that U.S. expansionism during the era of Manifest Destiny (1844–

1877) was fundamentally different from U.S. expansionism before or after that period. Support, 

modify, or refute this contention using specific evidence. 



 

Compare and contrast the efforts for and against the increasing of guarantees for equal rights for 

all during Reconstruction. 

 

 

PERIOD 6 
To what extent and in what ways did the conservation and preservation movements in the late 

19th century extend public control over U.S. natural resources? Support your answer with 

specific and relevant historical information. 

 

 

Compare the objectives and strategies of organized labor and the Populists for challenging the 

prevailing economic beliefs and practices of the Gilded Age. 

 

 

Analyze and evaluate the ways that both external and internal migration changed over time from 

1830 to 1900. 

 

 

PERIOD 7 
United States involvement in World War I resulted in significant economic, cultural, and 

political developments in the United States between 1914 and 1919. Support, modify, or refute 

this contention using specific evidence. 

 

 

United States involvement in World War II resulted in significant economic, cultural, and 

political developments in the United States between 1939 and 1945. Support, modify, or refute 

this contention using specific evidence. 

 

 

Analyze the ways in which reformers during the Progressive Era attempted to improve life for 

average Americans through the regulation of big business, the democratization of the political 

process, and the institution of social welfare between 1900 and 1920, and assess the degree to 

which these efforts were successful. 

 

 

PERIOD 8 
Compare and contrast the policies of the New Deal with the Great Society. 

 

 

Some historians have argued that between 1945 and 1980 African-Americans made significant 

gains in social and economic equality. Support, modify, or refute this contention using specific 

evidence. 

 

 

Analyze THREE developments in popular culture that had an impact on American society from 

1945 to 1980. 

 


