
PRESIDENTIAL PAPER 

 

As Global History 3 is a survey course of U.S. and World History from 1960 to 

post-9/11, you have the opportunity to study a president in more depth. 

 

I will ask you to evaluate the president of your choice from this time period, based 

on an evaluation done (please see the following internet link: https://www.c-

span.org/presidentsurvey2017) 

 

There are multiple polls from which you may choose.  The key is that you need to 

choose any poll from the list and rank one of the presidents we studied this term.  

Your choices include: Lyndon Johnson, Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, Jimmy 

Carter, Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton, or George W. Bush. 

 

For example: 

Harry Truman is ranked sixth.  This ranking is justified because . . . 

or 

Millard Fillmore is ranked thirty-seventh.  This ranking is not justified because . . . 

 

Essential Question/Thesis Statement: 

Is President __________________’s ranking of ______ out of 43 a justified 

ranking? 

 

Task to complete: 

 Choose at least three (3) of the ten (10) Individual Leadership 

Characteristics listed to defend your position.   

 Each one of the characteristics evaluated should be at least a paragraph in 

length.   

 Each paragraph should have a topic sentence, at least two pieces of 

evidence, and your own explanation of the significance of each of those 

pieces of evidence 

 You should have an introductory paragraph 

 You should have a concluding paragraph 

 Creating the basic formulaic essay listed above requires a minimum of five 

typed paragraphs. 

 Based on the above, this paper should be somewhere between two and three 

pages long.  The paper should be typed and double spaced using MLA 

format. 

 

You may turn this paper in anytime you would like, however, I will not accept 

it after Friday, March 13th.  It is worth 5% of your overall grade for this class, 

and constitutes half of your final exam score!   

 

 



Individual Leadership Characteristics 

Public persuasion 

 Was he effective in getting America “on board” with his ideas and direction? 

Crisis leadership/management 

 How did he handle a crisis that America had to deal with (could be 

economic, political, or social)? 

Economic management 

 How well did he deal with the economy? 

Moral Authority/ Credibility 

 Based on his own behavior/actions how was viewed by America?  Was he 

believable or not? 

International Relations/ Foreign affairs 

 How did he deal with foreign countries/leaders and their issues? 

Administrative skills 

 How well did he handle the multitude of tasks facing him?  Did he have 

subordinates who supported or undermined his efforts? 

Relations with Congress 

 How successful was he at persuading/getting Congress to support his 

agenda? 

Vision/Setting an agenda 

 Did he have a plan for the country and how to achieve it, or not? 

Pursued equal justice for all 

 Was he concerned with the welfare and growth of all citizens or just some of 

them (could be economic, political, or social)? 

Performance within context of times 

 Considering what was happening while he was president, how well did he 

do? 

 

If you do any research (online or from a printed source) YOU MUST CITE YOUR 

SOURCES AND HAVE A WORKS CITED PAGE!  If you do not know how to 

cite sources or create a Works Cited page, please come see me. 

 

You will be evaluated using the same argumentative scoring guide that we have 

been using for all papers and tests.  I will be evaluating all five traits on the scoring 

guide. 

  



This most often made mistake in papers is lack of citations.  YOU MUST 

HAVE A WORKS CITED PAGE AND PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS 

WITHIN THE PAPER FOR ANY OUTSIDE SOURCE USED! 

 

Basic Rules of Citations 

Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your research paper. 

It should have the same one-inch margins and last name, page number header as 

the rest of your paper.  

Label the page Works Cited (do not underline the words Works Cited or put them 

in quotation marks) and center the words Works Cited at the top of the page.  

Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries.  

 

Capitalization and Punctuation 

Capitalize each word in the titles of articles, books, etc, but do not capitalize 

articles, short prepositions, or conjunctions unless one is the first word of the title 

or subtitle: Gone with the Wind, The Art of War, There Is Nothing Left to Lose  

Use italics or underlining for titles of larger works (books, magazines) and 

quotation marks for titles of shorter works (poems, articles) 

 

Please access the following website for specific works cited entry questions! 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/ 

 

The GENERAL order for a works cited entry is as follows: 

1. Author  

2. Title  

3. Publication/Publisher 

4. Publication date 

5. Access date (if internet) 

 

Parenthetical References 

Within the paper, anytime you paraphrase or use a direct quote of a source, you 

must follow it with a parenthetical reference.  That should include the author’s last 

name (or first three words of the title if you don’t have an author) and the page 

number in parentheses. 

Example (Branaugh 2) 

 

If is an internet site without page numbers then you include only the author or first 

three words of the title.  

Example (Branaugh) 

 

If you use the exact same source for consecutive citations, you only need to repeat 

the page number in the second citation. 

Example 1st citation – (Branaugh 2), 2nd citation – (3) 

 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/


PLEASE STAPLE THIS FORM TO YOUR PAPER  

WHEN YOU TURN IT IN 
S

co
re

 Statement of Purpose/Focus and 

Organization 

Development: Language and 

Elaboration of Evidence 

Conventions 

Statement of 

Purpose/Focus 

Organization Elaboration of 

Evidence 

Language and 

Vocabulary 

4 The response is fully 

sustained and consistently 

and purposefully focused:  

 claim is clearly stated, 

focused and strongly 

maintained 

  alternate or opposing 

claims are clearly 
addressed 

 claim is introduced and 

communicated clearly 

within the context 

The response has a clear and effective 

organizational structure creating unity 

and completeness:  

 effective, consistent use of a variety 

of transitional strategies  

 logical progression of ideas from 

beginning to end  

 effective introduction and 

conclusion for audience and purpose  

 strong connections among ideas, 

with some syntactic variety 

The response provides thorough 

and convincing support/evidence 

for the writer’s claim that includes 
the effective use of sources, facts, 

and details. The response achieves 

substantial depth that is specific and 
relevant:  

 use of evidence from sources is 

smoothly integrated, 

comprehensive, relevant, and 

concrete  

 effective use of a variety of 

elaborative 

The response clearly 

and effectively 

expresses ideas, using 
precise language:  

 use of academic 

and domain-
specific 

vocabulary is 
clearly appropriate 

for the audience 

and purpose 

The response 

demonstrates a strong 

command of 
conventions:  

 few, if any, errors 

are present in 
usage and 

sentence 
formation  

 effective and 

consistent use of 
punctuation, 

capitalization, and 

spelling 

3 The response is adequately 

sustained and generally 

focused:  

 claim is clear and for the 

most part maintained, 
though some loosely 

related material may be 

present  

 context provided for the 

claim is adequate 

The response has an evident 

organizational structure and a sense of 

completeness, though there may be 
minor flaws and some ideas may be 

loosely connected:  

 adequate use of transitional 

strategies with some variety  

 adequate progression of ideas from 

beginning to end  

 adequate introduction and 

conclusion  

 adequate, if slightly inconsistent, 

connection among ideas 

The response provides adequate 

support/evidence for writer’s claim 

that includes the use of sources, 
facts, and details. The response 

achieves some depth and specificity 

but is predominantly general:  

 some evidence from sources is 

integrated, though citations may 
be general or imprecise  

 adequate use of some elaborative 

techniques 

The response 

adequately expresses 

ideas, employing a 
mix of precise with 

more general 

language:  

 use of domain-

specific 
vocabulary is 

generally 

appropriate for the 
audience and 

purpose 

The response 

demonstrates an 

adequate command of 
conventions:  

 some errors in 

usage and sentence 

formation may be 

present, but no 
systematic pattern 

of errors is 

displayed  

 adequate use of 

punctuation, 

capitalization, and 
spelling 

2 The response is somewhat 

sustained and may have a 
minor drift in focus:  

 may be clearly focused 

on the claim but is 

insufficiently sustained  

 claim on the issue may 

be somewhat unclear and 

unfocused 

The response has an inconsistent 

organizational structure, and flaws are 
evident:  

 inconsistent use of basic transitional 

strategies with little variety  

 uneven progression of ideas from 

beginning to end  

 conclusion and introduction, if 

present, are weak  

 weak connection among ideas 

The response provides uneven, 

cursory support/evidence for the 
writer’s claim that includes partial 

or uneven use of sources, facts, and 

details, and achieves little depth:  

 evidence from sources is weakly 

integrated, and citations, if 
present, are uneven  

 weak or uneven use of 

elaborative techniques 

The response 

expresses ideas 
unevenly, using 

simplistic language:  

 use of domain-

specific 

vocabulary may at 
times be 

inappropriate for 

the audience and 
purpose 

The response 

demonstrates a partial 
command of 

conventions:  

 frequent errors in 

usage may obscure 

meaning  

 inconsistent use of 

punctuation, 

capitalization, and 
spelling 

1 The response may be related 

to the purpose but may offer 
little relevant detail:  

 may be very brief  

 may have a major drift  

 claim may be confusing 

or ambiguous 

The response has little or no 

discernible organizational structure:  

 few or no transitional strategies are 

evident  

 frequent extraneous ideas may 

intrude 

The response provides minimal 

support/evidence for the writer’s 
claim that includes little or no use 

of sources, facts, and details:  

 use of evidence from sources is 

minimal, absent, in error, or 

irrelevant 

The response 

expression of ideas is 
vague, lacks clarity, or 

is confusing:  

 uses limited 

language or 

domain-specific 
vocabulary  

 may have little 

sense of audience 
and purpose 

The response 

demonstrates a lack of 
command of 

conventions:  

 errors are frequent 

and severe and 

meaning is often 
obscure 

0  A response gets no credit if it provides no evidence of the ability to relate information to the stated question. 
 

Scoring for the test: 

 

Essay points  _____ out of 20 (this number will equal _________ on the grade sheet) 

 

A = 18-20 

 

B = 13-17 

 

C = 8-12 

 

F = 0-7

 


