
JIMMY CARTER 



Getting into office . . . 

• He focused on being an “outsider” (one term governor of 
Georgia) 

• He was an honest, moral, born-again Christian 
• Was focused on a better future for America 
• He was a liberal . . . 

– pro-environment 
– pro-civil rights 
– sympathetic to lower economic classes 

• He was a conservative . . . 
– Believed in economic responsibility 

• He refused to “play the game” with Congress (controlled by 
the Democrats) 



DOMESTIC ISSUES – ENERGY CRISIS 

• Goal was to make the US less dependent on foreign oil 
– Between 1973 and 1976, our foreign oil imports increased 

65%; we bought 25% of OPEC’s exports 

• Created Department of Energy to look for new sources 
of energy (wind, solar, nuclear, etc.) 

• Encouraged conservation 

• Oversaw construction of the Alaskan pipeline 

• Passed Crude Oil Windfall Profits Tax Act 

• Deregulated oil and natural gas industries to increase 
supply and lower price. 



DOMESTIC ISSUES – ECONOMIC CRISIS 

• Loss of manufacturing jobs to Europe (West 
Germany) and Asia (Japan) 

• Hardest hit: auto industry, wood products 
industry 

• Loss of family wage jobs 

 



DOMESTIC ISSUES – CIVIL RIGHTS 

• Backed affirmative action programs 

– Gave women and minorities additional help in job 
and educational opportunities 

• Pardoned Vietnam-era draft dodgers 

 



MAKE PREDICTIONS . . . 

• What do you think the SOCIAL effect of these 
issues will be? 

• What do you think the POLITICAL effect of 
these issues will be? 

• What do you think the ECONOMIC effect of 
these issues will be? 

 



DOMESTIC ISSUES – RESULTS 

• ENERGY CRISIS 
– Oil dependency dropped 8% by 1980  
– Oil imports almost cut in half by 1985 
– OPEC oil prices increased from $13 a barrel to $34 a 

barrel 
– Inflation increases 

• ECONOMIC CRISIS 
– Minimum wage increases 
– More service sector jobs 
– Increased taxes to pay for social programs 
– Stagflation increases 
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DOMESTIC ISSUES – RESULTS 
• CIVIL RIGHTS 

– Bakke vs. University of California 
(Supreme Court case) 

• Alan Bakke applied for admittance into 
medical school 

• The University of California, Irvine had a 
quota – they held spots for minorities 

• Bakke’s admission standards were higher 
than some minorities who received 
admission 

• Bakke sued for reverse discrimination 

– The Supreme Court ruled in Bakke’s 
favor; schools and employers could use 
race as a factor but not the exclusive 
reason for hiring/admissions 

 

 



Speech to the nation July, 1979 
  

• This speech became known as the “Crisis of 
Confidence” speech 

• As you listen are you inspired by Carter as a 
leader or not?  Why? 

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXvGKJF2X
QU 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXvGKJF2XQU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXvGKJF2XQU


TIMING . . . IT’S SO IMPORTANT 

• Jimmy Carter is elected in 1976 

• He is up for re-election in 1980 

• In terms of the economy and domestic policy, 
is it getting better or worse in America? 

• Are his chances for re-election getting better 
or worse? 



CARTER – FOREIGN POLICY 

HUMAN RIGHTS 



HUMAN RIGHTS FOREIGN POLICY 

• We will treat countries based on how they treat 
their citizens 
– If they treat their citizens well, we will have good 

relations with them 
– If they treat their citizens poorly, we will not have 

good relations with them 
– The power and strength of the country does not 

matter – we will treat all countries the same! 

• What is the potential impact on détente? 
• Carter cut off aid to Argentina and Brazil because 

of human rights violations. 
• Wanted to bring peace to the Middle East 



WHY IS THERE CONFLICT IN  
THE MIDDLE EAST? 

• The Jews controlled the area known as Palestine 
until enslaved by the Egyptians. 

• Once the Roman Empire conquered Palestine, 
Jews were allowed to return to their homeland. 

• As the Roman Empire adopted Christianity, it 
became the dominant religion in the Middle East, 
and Jews were forced to Eastern Europe. 

• In the 700’s A.D. Islam became the dominant 
religion as the Ottoman Empire took over 
Palestine. 



WHY IS THERE CONFLICT IN  
THE MIDDLE EAST? 

• During the Middle Ages, European Christians 
attempted to recapture Jerusalem, failing each 
time. 

• At the end of World War I, the British and French 
regained control of Palestine from the Ottoman 
Empire. 

• As a reaction to the Holocaust, the Allied victors 
of World War II decided to return Palestine to the 
Jews, to the anger of Muslims. 

• All major Western religions (Judaism, Christianity, 
and Islam) consider Jerusalem to be a holy city 



Group Activity  
(use the Modern World History textbook) 

There were four wars fought 
in the Middle East between 
1948 and 1973 
• 1948 – Independence War 

• 1956 – Suez Crisis 

• 1967 – Six Day War 

• 1973 – Yom Kippur War 

Answer the following 
questions for your war! 

• Who were the two sides in 
the war? 

• Who did the U.S. support? 

• What was the outcome of 
the war? 

• What do you think will be 
the impact in the region? 



Carter’s Goal: 
peace in the Middle East 

• Carter invites the leaders of Israel and Egypt 
to Camp David in 1978 

• Israel’s leader – Menachem Begin 

• Egypt’s leader – Anwar Sadat 

• Thirteen days of negotiations 



The leaders 

ANWAR SADAT MENACHEM BEGIN 



Results of the Camp David Accords 

• ISRAEL 
– Returns Sinai Peninsula 

back to Egypt 

• EGYPT 
– Recognizes Israel’s “right to 

exist” 

• OTHER 
– Begin and Sadat win the 

Nobel Peace Prize 

– No provision is made for 
the displaced Palestinians 

– Sadat is assassinated in 
1981 by a Muslim 
extremist 



OTHER FOREIGN POLICY  
(remember – timing is everything) 

• Return of the Panama Canal -- 1978 

• SALT II Treaty – 1979 

• Soviet invasion of Afghanistan – 1979-1988 

• U.S. Olympic Boycott -- 1980 

• Iranian Hostage crisis – 1979-1981 

• Will these events help or hurt Carter’s chance 
for re-election in 1980? 



RETURN OF THE PANAMA CANAL 

• The United States had 
“helped” Panama 
achieve independence 
from Colombia in 1903 

• In exchange, we wanted 
to build a canal 

• The United States also 
was allowed to control 
the canal zone 



RETURN OF THE PANAMA CANAL 
• By the 1970’s shipping 

wasn’t as vital as it used 
to be 

• Some ships couldn’t even 
fit in the canal 

• Carter felt it was morally 
right to return the canal 
to Panama 

• His critics felt he was 
“giving in” to a weaker 
nation. 

• Panama retained total 
control in 1999 

• Success or failure? 



SALT II TREATY 
• Continued Nixon’s 

attempts at Détente  

• Framework created 
under President Ford 

• Limited production, but 
didn’t reduce what was 
already in place 

• Carter stopped its 
ratification due to the 
Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan 

• Success or failure? 



SOVIET INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN 

• Muslim extremists had 
been crossing the Soviet 
border causing trouble 

• In 1979 the Soviet 
Union invaded. 

• Carter orders the 
Soviets to leave; they 
refuse 



SOVIET INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN 
• The United States arms 

the Afghan rebels 
(including Osama bin 
Laden) 

• The war lasts nine years. 

• The Soviet Union loses 
the war 

• Often referred to as the 
“Russian Vietnam” 

• Leads to the rise of the 
Taliban 

• Success or failure? 



BOYCOTT OF THE  
1980 SUMMER OLYMPICS 

• The 1980 Summer Olympics 
were held in Moscow 

• Carter threatened a boycott 
if the Soviets didn’t leave 
Afghanistan 

• Athletes felt they were 
political “pawns” 

• Our western European allies 
also boycotted 

• The Soviet Union and its 
eastern European allies 
boycotted the 1984 
Olympics held in Los 
Angeles 

• Success or failure? 



IRANIAN HOSTAGE CRISIS 
• Mohammed Reza Pahlavi 

became Shah (king) in 
1941. 

• After World War II, Iran 
became a parliamentary 
system. 

• Communist sympathizers 
wanted to nationalize 
Iranian oil 

• The CIA helped the Shah 
regain control. 

• He horded Iranian wealth 
while many Iranians had 
very little. 



IRANIAN HOSTAGE CRISIS 
• In 1979, Muslim extremists 

under the Ayatollah 
Khomeini force the Shah to 
flee the country 

• Iran establishes a Muslim 
theocracy 

• Many of the Shah’s assets 
are in American banks 

• The Shah is diagnosed with 
cancer and comes to the 
United States for treatment 

• Iran wants the Shah 
returned to Iran to stand 
trial, the U.S. refuses 



IRANIAN HOSTAGE CRISIS 
• On November 4, 1979, 

Iranian students storm 
the U.S. embassy in 
Tehran and take 52 
Americans hostage 

• Iran will release the 
hostages for the Shah 

• The Shah dies; now Iran 
wants his assets for the 
hostages 

• The U.S. refuses 



IRANIAN HOSTAGE CRISIS 
• Carter is criticized for 

doing nothing 

• In April 1980 Carter 
orders a secret rescue 
attempt; it fails 

• Hostages are spread 
throughout Iran to 
avoid a further attempt 



IRANIAN HOSTAGE CRISIS 
• In early 1981, an 

agreement is reached to 
release the hostages in 
exchange for a pledge of 
no U.S. military 
involvement and $8 
billion of the Shah’s 
assets. 

• On January 20, 1981 (one 
hour into Ronald Reagan’s 
presidency) the hostages 
are released. 

• They spent 444 days in 
captivity 

• Success or failure? 



THE ELECTION OF 1980 
CANDIDATE A 

• He was the sitting president 
• The economy was continuing to falter – 

many manufacturing jobs were leaving 
the United States 

• The energy crisis was worsening 
• He was seen as unable to work with 

Congress (which was controlled by his 
own party) 

• He was seen by some as not very warm 
and personable – more stiff and 
unrelaxed 

• He was able to bring peace between 
Israel and Egypt 

• He was critical of the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan, and pulled the U.S. 
Olympic team from the 1980 summer 
Olympics in Moscow 

• Late in his term 52 Americans were 
taken hostage at the U.S. embassy in 
Tehran, Iran and held for over a year 

CANDIDATE B 
• He was a champion of small 

government – cutting government 
regulations and taxes.  He had served 
two terms as governor of California and 
was a serious candidate for president in 
1976 

• His occupational background was an 
actor, which made him very 
comfortable and relaxed during the 
campaign. 

• He also campaigned on traditional 
moral values – anti-abortion, anti-
pornography, anti-evolution, and pro-
prayer in school 

• He portrayed the Soviet Union as the 
“evil empire” and was a staunch anti-
communist 

• He focused on the President’s inability 
to fix the poor economy 

 



WHO WOULD YOU VOTE FOR? 

JIMMY CARTER -- DEMOCRAT 

35.9 million popular votes 

49 Electoral Votes 

RONALD REAGAN -- REPUBLICAN 

43.9 million popular votes 

489 Electoral Votes 


